Q.1 What is the Standard Scratch Score and how is it determined?

A.1 The Standard Scratch Score (SSS) is a measure of the playing difficulty of a golf course
for a scratch golfer under normal midseason course and weather conditions. It is determined
in accordance with either:

a. The Course Rating System of the United States Golf Association or

b. The Rating System adopted by the English Golf Union.
The USGA Course Rating System takes account of the measured length of a golf course
together with factors that affect both the playing length and the playing difficulty (obstacle
factors).
The ten obstacle factors that determine the playing difficulty of a golf course are:

Topography Fairway Green Target Recoverability & Rough Bunkers Out of Bounds /
Extreme Rough Water Hazards Trees Green Surface Psychological The factors that affect the
course playing length are: Roll Wind Forced Lay-up / Dogleg Elevation Each hole on the golf
course is evaluated on a scale 0-10 for each of the ten obstacles and account taken of the
effective length correction factors e.g. the effective playing length of a fast running links
course is quite different from that of a moorland course with soft fairways.

The Rating System of the English Golf Union also takes account of playing difficulty and
length correction factors.

Q.2 It is understood that the Standard Scratch Scores resulting from Course Rating are
determined by many different rating teams. What measures are in place to assure uniformity?

A.2 It is a requirement of the two Course Rating Systems approved by CONGU® that course
raters are trained and tested before being qualified to determine Course Ratings.

Training materials have been developed to assist uniformity and national associations carry
out calibration seminars. In addition the USGA also conduct calibration seminars when it is
expected that associations licensed to operate their system will be represented.

As a final step in the assurance and standardisation process, all Course Ratings, prior to
release, are vetted by national assessors.

To take account of course changes and evolution, established courses are required to be re-
rated at least every ten years and new courses every three years until they reach maturity.

Q.3 If it is accepted that Standard Scratch Scores(SSS) are accurately determined, why is it
necessary to calculate a Competition Scratch Score (CSS) for each qualifying competition?

A.3 Golf in our isles is played in a wide range of weather and course conditions, some
adverse, some favourable, both of which can impact on the scoring ability of golfers in all
Handicap Categories.

Wind strength and direction are the factors that most frequently affect scoring but course
conditions can also be influential e.g. bumpy greens, awkward pin positions or soft wet
fairways.



The CSS is the mechanism employed on the day of competition to quantify the influence of
weather and course conditions on the scoring ability of the field and regulate adjustments to
Handicaps accordingly.

The object is to bring the improved pattern of scoring resulting from conditions more
favourable than average and the inferior scoring pattern related to conditions more difficult
than average, into line with the expected scoring pattern established for golfers in each of the
Handicap Categories in normal midseason playing conditions.

Q.4 If our measured course has been inadvertently shortened does this affect the status of the
competition being a Qualifying Competition played on the shortened course?

A.4 Clubs should endeavour to maintain their course at its measured length at all times for
Qualifying Competitions. However, it is accepted that the placing of tees for competitions
will be subject to many influencing factors, particularly the condition of teeing grounds,
which may mean on some occasions the precise definition of the Competition Tee cannot be
satisfied. This should not, of itself, render the competition Non-Qualifying. Such a tee
placement may be regarded as temporary and the provisions of Clause 13.1 would then apply,
provided that the Temporary tee still meets the requirements of the Rules of Golf. Thus in
instances where a tee(s), does not meet the precise Competition Tee definition, provided that
the course is not shortened (or lengthened) overall by more than 100 yards (91 metres) the
Competition should remain Qualifying and the allocated Standard Scratch Score will apply.

If for any reason the course has been shortened, or lengthened, by more than 100 yards (91
metres), but less than 300 yards (274 metres) overall, then the competition should be allowed
to remain Qualifying even if the deviation is discovered after the competition has
commenced. In such circumstances the allocated Standard Scratch Score should be reduced /
increased by one as required by Clause 13.2.

It should be understood that in this context ‘overall” refers to the total net change to the
measured length with each reduction in hole length being subtracted from, and each increase
added to the measured yardage.



